PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

This volume has been prepared for use in college courses in
highway engineering. Although intended, primarily, for begin-
ning courses, it will be found of value as an auxiliary and refer-
ence book in advanced courses in design and administration.

It has been no small task to condense into suitable dimensions
the enormous mass of material available. No attempt, therefore,
has been made to make a complete handbook of reference for all
of the technical details and processes of road building, or to
present a complete discussion or treatise on each of the topics.
The plan has been to select material which will set forth or illus-
trate the various principles and practices in a manner and to the
extent that the student can absorb them in the available time.
The objects have been to supply the basic ideas and to develop a
degree of engineering judgment in the student. It has been left
to the classroom to fill in as many other details as may seern
necessary, or that time will permit.

The general order of treatment departs from the conventional
arrangement. It has been designed to follow a logical sequence
of instruction rather than the chronological procedure of actual
highway work. Thus, materials are considered separately before
taking up their combination into roads and pavements, and the
. latter are developed before proceeding with the broader problems
of design, finance, and operation. In this way, unnecessary
repetitions are avoided and each subject is built up from its
component parts.

The material has been collected from innumerable sources.
Many individuals have rendered valuable assistance by supplying
data, making suggestions, and furnishing illustrations. To each
of these the author expresses his sincerest thanks and grateful
appreciation.

CAKBOLL CABSON WILEY.

CHAMPAIGN, ILLINOIS,
December, 1927.
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